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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

The SEND continuous Improvement Board continues to meet monthly. Performance and 
risks are scrutinised at each board, there have been improvements in timeliness of EHCP 
plans and there needs to be increased focus on review of plans. 

On 22nd January 2020, the DfE and CQC visited Sefton to look at progress, meet Board 
members and discuss any issues. 

Joint Targeted Area Inspection (JTAI) of services for children in Sefton

Action plan is being progressed in response to the report and draft will be available for the 
Children and Young People’s Partnership Board on 10th March and will be submitted to 
Ofsted on 30th March 2020. The Health and Wellbeing Board will provide governance of 
the plan. 

St Teresa’s Consultation:

The consultation closed on 12th December 2019 and submissions were considered. March 
Cabinet agreed that the proposed merger with Our Lady of Lourdes would not progress, 
however, deferred decision about the future of the school to 28th May 2020 cabinet to allow 
proposals brought forward by the Governing Body to be fully explored.

Sefton and Knowsley Youth Music Hub

Sefton Music Service and Knowsley Music and Performing Arts Service are recognised 
as good quality providers in their areas and will continue to be key partners in delivering 
the Core Roles as described in the NPME (2011).

Both Sefton and Knowsley Music Services will continue to operate as separate Music 
Services under their respective Councils policies, procedures and contractual 
arrangements and will continue to support schools at a local level.

Sefton and Knowsley will retain their separate responsibility for the operation and 
sustainability of their Music Services.

The most recent feedback from ACE (Arts Council England) states:
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“There has been a 9% increase in the number of schools receiving whole class tuition which now sits at 
10% above the national average. This demonstrates a determined effort to embed strategy by the hub 
which is excellent. The number of schools supported by SMEP (Schools Music Education Plan) is now 
99% and there has also been small rises in continuation, singing strategy and ensembles which paints a 
positive picture. It is pleasing to note that 100% of schools completed the data return. Ensemble 
development has been strong and there is a wide range of ensembles delivered as part of projects with 
partners, the focus on SEND (pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities) being a particularly 
encouraging step. The hub has provided a detailed account in the return which describes the richness of 
the work and the response to the need for particular projects e.g. The collaboration with MYA and Brighter 
Sounds on the mental health research pilot.” 
(ACE, 15th January 2020)


